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ABSTRACT
Objective: This study aimed to analyze the attitudes of cultural authorities in Khuzestan
province toward electronic sports (e-sports), given the rapid global growth of e-sports and the
unique ethnic, cultural, and religious context of the province.

Methodology: A qualitative approach with a descriptive-analytical method was employed.
Data were collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews with 16 cultural authorities
from organizations including Education, Islamic Culture and Guidance, Seminaries, and Media.
Theoretical saturation was reached at the 15th interview. Data analysis was conducted using
Braun and Clarke’s six-step thematic analysis. Purposeful theoretical sampling with maximum
diversity was applied.

Results: Six main themes emerged: (1) conceptual definition and distinction of e-sports from
traditional sports; (2) current and future position in public culture; (3) predominantly negative-
conditional attitude; (4) perceived threats (physical, psychological, cultural, social, identity-
ethnic); (5) conditional opportunities and localization strategies; (6) role of key institutions. The
dominant attitude was negative (87.5%), but conditional acceptance was noted, contingent upon
full localization and production of Iranian-Islamic content aligned with Khuzestan’s local
values. Education was identified as the most central institution for cultural development and
policymaking.

Conclusion: The findings underscored the need for targeted cultural policymaking,
development of local content inspired by the Holy Defense, Arbaeen, and Khuzestan’s history,
and media literacy education to facilitate conditional and localized acceptance of e-sports.
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)

ssald ul ‘(QNSC) wswdojanaq pue Juswabeuely 110ds Jo feusnor

Cite this article: Ebadi Mehr, A., Khatibi, A., Veysia, E., Maraashiyan, S.H., & Azmasha, T. (In Press).
Analysis of the Attitudes of Cultural Authorities in Khuzestan Province Toward Electronic Sports.

@ @ Copyright © 2026 The Author(s); Publiser: University of Guilan
This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution NonCommercial 4.0 International License (CC-By-NC):
BY NC https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode.en,

which permits use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited and is not used for commercial purposes.


https://english.guilan.ac.ir/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode.en
/Users/mac/Desktop/تحقیقات/Ph.D/سایرین/ایوب%20عبادی%20مهر/رساله%20ایوب/عنوان%20تایید%20شده/سه%20مقاله%20مستخرج/مقاله%20شماره%20۱%20متولیان%20اصلاحات/نهایی/A-khatibi@Scu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22124/jsmd.2021.19871.2574

Ebadi Mehr et al, Analysis of the Attitudes of Cultural Authorities in ...

Journal of

Sport Management and Development
(JSMD)

University of Guilan
Print ISSN: 2322-4800
Online ISSN: 2538-5348

Extended Abstract //k

Introduction and State of Problem
s a novel phenomenon in the digital age, electronic sports (e-SpONS) have

experienced rapid global growth, transforming into a multi-bilkqn-dollaxindustry

sports.

Methodology
This research employed a qualitative

s in Khuzestan province working in
7 and media. Purposeful sampling with

strategies, and policy”’recommendations. To enhance research credibility, techniques such as
cross-comparing/gsponses from different positions, peer review, and member checking were
employed. Reliability was ensured through independent coding of data portions by a second
researcher and calculation of inter-coder agreement. Ethical principles, including voluntary




Journal of

Sport Management and Development
(JSMD)

University of Guilan
Print ISSN: 2322-4800

Online ISSN: 2538-5348

participation, the right to withdraw, confidentiality, and respect for local, religious
values, were strictly observed.

Results
Thematic analysis revealed six main themes: 1) Negative attitude to

ue ;
6) The role of key
tive but

identity-ethnic); 5) Conditional opportunities and localizati
institutions. The dominant attitude was negative (62.5% cd

weakening traditional,
culture; social threa

(oil tankers, tribal jihad), d e#inic elements (local
Arab/Lor/Bakhtiari customs). Educstion
cultural development and policymaking.

Qisic, traditional clothing,
as identified as the most central institution for

e N Table 1. Main and Sub-themeg of the Research
Theme / _ \ Sub-Themes //
Definition as computer/video game, not real sport; Distinction based on
physical criteria; Negative view of digital nature (unreal, unnatural, anti-
fitrah); Limited positive view (simplified, accessible anytime/anywhere)

1. Negative Attitude
toward Digital Nture

3. Negative-Conditional  Predominantly negative attitude toward specific game content; Conditional

Attitude toward harm (if without localization and supervision); Greater negativity intensity in
Content ) seminary education and religious positions
RHysical-psychological (addiction, sedentary lifestyle, stress, suicide);
4. Perceived\{hrea Cultural-value (weakening traditional values, cultural invasion); Social
(isolation, ethnic insults); Identity-ethnic (fading local customs)
5. Conditional Production of 100% local Iranian-Islamic content; Holy Defense, Arbaeen,
Opportunities and Khuzestan history themes; Inclusion in textbooks; Use of SHAD app;
Localization Strategies  Formation of provincial programmers' association
6. Role of Key Education (most central); Islamic Culture and Guidance; IRIB; Family;

Institutions Seminaries
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Discussion and Conclusion

Khuzestan's specific ecosystem—its agricultural history, nomadic life,
with nature have cultivated a culture where physical mobility and e

Korea, where attitudes toward e-sports have become so
confronting this phenomenon remains at the "
"acceptance out of necessity" arises from three &8

and creation of a sustainable inter-institutional
a specialized task force With Education, Islamic Culture and

ith unique ethnic, cultural, and religious diversity. Unlike previous
on managerial, psychological, or economic aspects, this study offers a
| analysis of attitudes as the main driving force behind acceptance or
iquely identifies the "conditional acceptance” pattern and the deep-seated
identity-ethnic threptg/Specific to multi-ethnic regions like Khuzestan, including concerns about ethnic
insults in online{ghats and the fading of local customs. The findings provide an evidence-based
framework for local cultural policymaking and inter-institutional coordination.

Research Limitations/Implications
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Limitations include the lack of statistical generalizability inherent to qualitative research, g
focus on Ahvaz, Susangerd, and Dasht-e Azadegan, participants' cautiousness in expresg
male dominance (14 out of 16 participants), and lack of coverage of informal cultural gl

evaluate intervention programs.

Ethical Considerations
Compliance with ethical guidelines
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consent was obtained from all participants. Data were stored se
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