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ABSTRACT
Objective: This study aimed to explore the dimensions of beliefs in superstition and witchcraft
within Iranian football and to examine their perceived behavioral consequences for fans.
Methodology: This research employed a qualitative design based on thematic analysis and
was exploratory and applied in nature. Eighteen participants, including coaches, players,
referees, fans, and football veterans with relevant experience, were selected through purposive
and snowball sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews and analyzed in two stages. First, thematic coding was conducted to
identify the dimensions of the phenomenon. Second, the behavioral consequences for fans were
inferred through an integrative analysis drawing on interview data, theoretical foundations, and
previous research. The trustworthiness of the findings was established using Guba and Lincoln’s
criteria, while reliability was confirmed through a test-retest procedure (coefficient = 0.81).
Results: The analysis revealed two overarching themes—psychological and socio-cultural—
comprising eight subthemes and 33 primary concepts that characterize beliefs in superstition
and witchcraft in Iranian football. The findings further indicated that these beliefs may
contribute to imitation and emulation among fans, social tensions, and various psychological
and financial costs.

Conclusion: Beliefs in superstition and witchcraft in Iranian football represent an
institutionalized and multidimensional phenomenon shaped by the interaction of psychological
and socio-cultural factors. This interaction reinforces a self-perpetuating cycle whose most
significant consequence is the erosion of a healthy and sustainable fan culture. Addressing this
phenomenon requires coordinated and targeted interventions across institutional, educational,
media, and psychological domains.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
eliefs in superstition and witchcraft, as socio-psychological

magical rituals. Beliefs in superstition and witc
consequences, including financial exploitagan\ 3
(Niehaus, 2018). Despi € growdqg interrationa

coaches, players,
and witdhecraft 1

Results

This study ide%ﬁfed 33 factors shaping beliefs in superstition and witchcraft in Iranian football.
These factors¥were analytically organized into two overarching themes: psychological and
socio-cultural, reflecting the underlying cognitive and contextual mechanisms of such beliefs.
The psychological theme encompassed five interrelated subthemes, including heightened
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strategy, reduced self-efficacy and confidence among participants, and the margin
technical and tactical preparation in favor of non-rational explanatory frameworky

and reciprocal attribution of blame, the reinforcement and diffusio
systems within the broader sporting culture, and the social tra
practices through role modeling, particularly among younger a
generations.

Discussion and Conclusion
The findings of this study suggest that a comprehensi
beliefs in superstition and witchcraft in Iranian football,

reduce significadt finangi
strengthen tea@a cohesi
success.

Originality/Value
This qualitative study systematically
and their consequences for fan behavior within the.specific context of Iranian football. The novelty of the
study lies in its systematic classification of tQese dixgensions into overarching themes, subthemes, and
constituent concepts.

The findin est that these dimensions are intersglated and mutually reinforcing, generating a range

, although tha\fingigs of the present study may contribute to a better understanding
iefs in supeystition and witcheraft in Iranian football and their impact on fan
, their~generalizability is limited due to cultural differences across sports

etation of the phenomenon. Furthermore, due to time constraints and the
me coaches, players, veterans, and fans, it was not possible to interview all
initially intended partigipants.
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