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ABSTRACT

Objective: The present study aimed to design a development model for green management in
sports venues and facilities based on grounded theory.

Methodology: The research was conducted using the grounded theory method. The research
population included university faculty members in the fields of sports management and
environmental studies, as well as senior managers of sports venues and facilities. The sampling,
consisting of 15 individuals, was selected purposefully using the snowball sampling method
based on the principle of theoretical saturation. Data were collected through semi-structured
interviews. To assess validity, four criteria were used: credibility, transferability, dependability,
and confirmability. To assess reliability, inter-subject agreement was employed, which was
0.91.

Results: The findings indicated that attention to causal conditions, context, intervening
conditions, phenomena, and strategies presented in the research model leads to significant
outcomes such as cultural improvement, increased international credibility, financial
improvement, infrastructure enhancement, social status improvement, and the preservation of
natural resources

Conclusion: It is recommended that the results and the model presented in the present study,
which include causal conditions, context, intervening conditions, phenomena, and strategies, be
used for the development of green management in sports venues and facilities across various
sectors, including the formulation of laws and regulations and the management of relevant
human resources.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
erforming physical activities combined with compliance with environmental
issues is directly related to people's health and quality of life. Therefore, it is
crucial to focus on green management in sports communities, especially in sports
venues and facilities. Sustainable development, which emphasizes efficient
resource utilization and environmental protection, has become a critical concept
in modern management (Pourhassan & Nikbakhsh, 2022; Keshkar, 2023). As
sports facilities host large numbers of people and play a significant role in public health and
well-being, ensuring they meet environmental standards is essential. Without these standards,
they can pose physical hazards and diminish participation due to unsafe conditions. In this
context, green management aims to balance organizational goals with environmental
responsibility, promoting long-term sustainability (Fathollahi Parvaneh et al., 2023). Given the
critical role of sports in society and the increasing importance of environmental protection, this
study seeks to design a comprehensive model for the green management of sports venues and
facilities based on grounded theory.

Methodology

The general purpose of this research is to design a model for the development of green
management of sports venues and facilities at the national and international levels; which is the
venue of major events such as national competitions and Asian club competitions and is very
important from domestic and foreign aspects. The research was conducted using the grounded
theory method. The research population included university faculty members in the fields of
sports management and environmental studies, as well as senior managers of sports venues and
facilities. The sampling, consisting of 15 individuals, was selected purposefully using the
snowball sampling method based on the principle of theoretical saturation. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews. To assess validity, four criteria were used: credibility,
transferability, dependability, and confirmability. To assess reliability, inter-subject agreement
was employed, which was 0.91.

Results

Considering that the participants in the current research are 15 respected members of the
academic staff of the university in the fields related to the subject of the research, as well as
senior managers in the fields of sports management and environmental management, and
according to the history Their work, education and expertise, therefore, we can expect that the
collected data and the final model of the research have the necessary accuracy and richness. In
the process of data analysis, 112 open codes were obtained by coding first, of which 43 were
duplicates. By removing them, 69 open codes remained for the present study. Then, in the axial
coding stage, after identifying the conceptual tags in the open coding stage, 20 axial codes were
determined by combining and summarizing the initial codes. Finally, in the selective coding
stage, by integrating and refining the core codes, 6 selective codes were determined in a
theoretical framework, which include 1- causal conditions (professional principles and laws,
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financial and hardware resources, awareness and social responsibility, infrastructure and natural
resources), 2- phenomenon (development of green management of sports venues and facilities),
3- context (personal, managerial, social), 4- intervening factors (politics, economic, attitude and
culture), 5- strategies (programmatic, executive, support) and 6- results (improving the cultural
situation, increasing international prestige, improving the financial situation, improving the
infrastructure, improving the social situation, preserving natural resources).

Discussion and Conclusion

The results showed that the components of causal conditions include 4 core codes, the
components of background conditions include 3 core codes, the components of intervening
conditions include 3 core codes, the components of the core phenomenon include 1 core code,
the components of the strategies include 3 core codes and the outcome components include 6
core codes. According to the mentioned cases, this model plays an important role in the
development of green management of sports facilities. Considering the effective nature of green
management, it is suggested to use the results in the presented model for the development of
green management of sports facilities and facilities. It is also suggested to the sports managers,
for the green management of Iran's sports facilities and facilities, while considering the results
of this research, to provide the context for the use of technology and achievements of advanced
countries and similar cases. It is suggested that special rules and guidelines be developed
considering the results of this research for the design, construction and operation of sports
facilities and facilities. It is also suggested to national officials, especially sports managers, to
hire the required human resources for green management of sports facilities and places, taking
into account the results of this research, accurately and with optimal criteria. In this research, an
attempt was made to present new, important and necessary items that were not mentioned in
previous researches by studying the background of the research inside and outside the country.

Originality/Value

This study presents a novel grounded theory-based model for green management in sports
venues and facilities, integrating causal conditions, context, intervening factors, strategies, and
outcomes, providing a comprehensive framework for sustainable development in sports venues
and facilities.

Reasech Limitations/Implications

One of the main limitations of this study was the inability to include some qualified individuals
as participants due to their lack of availability or willingness to participate, which may have
influenced the diversity of perspectives captured. Future research should aim to engage a
broader range of participants to enhance the comprehensiveness of the findings.

The proposed model is expected to contribute to the cultural development of green management
in sports facilities, enhance international credibility, improve financial returns, upgrade
infrastructure, promote social well-being, and preserve natural resources for future generations.
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Figure 1. Green Management Development Model for Sports Facilities and Venues
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