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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of this research was to present framework and analysis of convergence
between countries in the field of sports and study Irag and Iran.

Methodology: The research method was a mixed qualitative (thematic analysis) and
quantitative (descriptive-analytical) type. In the qualitative part, the sample including academic
experts (university sports management) and executive experts (national sports organizations)
was selected from two countries (16 people) by judgment method (theoretical saturation). In the
quantitative part, experts and experts in the sport of the two countries (with emphasis on the
dominance and experience between the two countries) will be consulted in a targeted way (25
people = a sufficient number for strategic analysis of 20 to 60 people). The research tool in the
qualitative part included a semi-guided interview along with a structured library study (25
documents). In the quantitative section, a questionnaire extracted from the qualitative section
(21 questions with a scale of 10 options) was used.

Results: The findings showed that the evaluation framework of the convergence between Iraq
and Iran in the field of sports includes 58 indicators, 16 dimensions and 5 general perspectives
(political and structural, executive and event, economic and industrial, scientific and
educational, cultural and social of sports). The results of the quantitative section showed that at
the level of the main landscapes; The largest gap is related to the convergence of executive and
sports events (4.77) and the lowest gap is related to the scientific and educational convergence
of sports (3.97).

Conclusion: Based on the findings, it can be said that the convergence of the two countries of
Irag and Iran in the field of sports can be evaluated qualitatively and quantitatively based on
indicators and implementation examples.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
ountry-to-country interactions happen between countries that have mutual
needs and so-called convergence is achieved between them (Marzuk & Baiwy,
2021). The goal of sports convergence between countries is in the development
of sports and sports for development. Sports can also be an axis of
convergence between countries. (Bakhshi Chenari et al., 2021). Therefore,
considering the gaps in the existence of scientific information in the field of
sports convergence between countries in the research and knowledge of macro management and
sports policy, as well as the needs and potentials of sports interaction between the two countries
of Irag and Iran, the main issue of the research is that the platform of convergence What are the
conditions and factors between sports in Iran and Iraq?

Methodology

The research method was a mixed qualitative (thematic analysis) and quantitative (descriptive-
analytical) type. In the qualitative part, the sample including academic experts (university sports
management) and executive experts (national sports organizations) was selected from two
countries (16 people) by judgment method (theoretical saturation). In the quantitative part,
experts and experts in the sport of the two countries (with emphasis on the dominance and
experience between the two countries) will be consulted in a targeted way (25 people = a
sufficient number for strategic analysis of 20 to 60 people). The research tool in the qualitative
part included a semi-guided interview along with a structured library study (25 documents). In
the quantitative section, a questionnaire extracted from the qualitative section (21 questions with
a scale of 10 options) was used. The validity of the tools and findings was done in the
gualitative part through the agreement between the coders and in the quantitative part through
the validity and confirmation of the questionnaire in a two-stage Delphi panel (7 expert
researchers). The method of analysis of the findings in the qualitative part included the coding
approach of thematic analysis and in the quantitative part included the descriptive gap analysis
approach.

Results

The section was about the types of convergence indicators between the two countries of Iran
and lIraq in the field of sports and their conceptual framework. Based on the findings, 58
primary codes (indices) were determined after extraction and coding and were framed in 16 sub-
themes and 5 main themes. Five general views including; political and structural convergence of
sports (7 indicators), executive and event convergence of sports (18 indicators), economic
convergence and sports industry (19 indicators), convergence of the scientific and educational
field of sports (8 indicators) and cultural and social convergence of sports (6 indicators) was
determined The results of the quantitative part (evaluating the level of convergence from the
point of view of experts): In the quantitative part, the expert questionnaire was given to 30
experts from two countries. Based on the results at the level of main landscapes; The highest
current situation is related to the scientific and educational convergence of sports (3.35) and the
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lowest value is related to economic convergence and the sports industry (2.39). The highest
potential capacity is related to the view of executive convergence and sports events (7.36) and
the lowest potential capacity is related to the economic convergence and sports industry (6.98).
The largest gap is related to the convergence of executive and sports events (4.77) and the
lowest gap is related to the scientific and educational convergence of sports (3.97). At the
dimension level; In the current situation, the highest value is related to the convergence of sports
scientific and educational activists (3.67) and the lowest value is related to the convergence of
sports infrastructure (1.89). The highest potential capacity is related to the social integration of
sports (7.45) and the lowest potential capacity is related to the infrastructural integration of
sports (6.45). The biggest gap is related to the convergence in educational and public sports
(5.22) and the lowest gap is related to the financial and commercial convergence of sports
(3.32).

Discussion and Conclusion

In explaining the importance and interpretation of the nature of the extracted framework, it can
be said that the sports convergence between the two countries has various other dimensions and
aspects beyond the superficial and outstanding issues. As researchers have reported, more
recognition and identification of convergence factors and indicators should be done to help
developing countries to achieve sustainable development paths (Maryam and Jian, 2018).
Growth in the analysis of sports convergence is likely to lead to an increase in the interest of
sport policy and management in this concept. However, measuring and operationalizing this
concept in the context of a selected range of mid-level theories of the policy process or specific
aspects of the process can be understood. A deeper process of inter/regional or inter-system
convergence was achieved. The proposed analytical framework provides not only a definition of
convergence, but also a basis for more rigorous examination of convergence hypotheses. Based
on the findings, it can be said that the convergence of the two countries of Iraq and Iran in the
field of sports can be evaluated qualitatively and quantitatively based on indicators and
implementation examples. Therefore, it is suggested to use the presented framework for
managerial, media, research, educational and commercial activities between the two countries in
the field of sports. It is also suggested that the identified and evaluated convergence capacities
in the field of sports of the two countries be made available to them through media
documentation and providing information support for the use of entrepreneurs, business
applicants, managers and analysts of the sports industry of the two countries. In addition, it is
suggested that the capacity building of the sports convergence of the two countries through
media stimuli, organizational guidelines and the demands of sports researchers should be
transformed into a discourse within the sports system of Iragq and Iran with the participation of
all four systems of the government, university, industry and society.

Originality/Value
This research is taken from the doctoral dissertation of an international student at Razi University in the
doctoral program.
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Reasech Limitations/Implications

As with all research, the present study also had limitations. Many experts and organizations did not
cooperate, so to mitigate this limitation, numerous supplementary scientific sources were used. Also,
documented environmental information on the research topic was very limited, so to mitigate this
limitation, examples and evidence from events were used. Also, the critical orientation and different
perspectives of different people towards some aspects of the research topic were another limitation of the
present study, which was also mitigated by using at least two people in each specialty related to the topic.
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Table 2. An example of multi-stage coding for extracting a conceptual analysis framework
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Table 3. Framework of main, secondary and primary extracted concepts
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Figure 1. Conceptual analysis framework derived from the research
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Table 4. Results of the assessment and analysis of the convergence gap between the two countries of Iraq
and Iran in the field of sports
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Figure 2. Analysis of the gap between the current situation and the potential capacity for sports
convergence between Iran and Iraq
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Figure 3. Description of the dimensions of sports convergence between Iran and Iraq from the
perspective of experts from both countries
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