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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of this research was designing the model of sustainable supply chain
risk management for Irans football club ownership industry.

Methodology: The research method is correlation and is practical in terms of purpose. The
statistical population of the current research are faculty member (60), football clubs managers
(22) and knowledgeable and experts in the concept of sustainability supply chain (18). The
sampling method is non-random and targeted accessible. The data collection tool is a
researcher-made questionnaire include 9 factors and 87item which was adjusted using codes
from qualitative interviews and library studies and corresponding to the 5-point Likert scale. Its
validity was confirmed by ten sport management professors. Reliability was calculated by
Cronbach’s alpha test. In this research, descriptive and inferential statistics methods were used
to analyze the informations .Also the, Partial Least Squares (PLS) has been used to check the
research hypotheses.

Results: Based on the findings of this study, the risks facing the sustainable supply chain of the
Iranian football clubs industry, which can create significant risks in the process of producing the
clubs' final product, which is the sporting event, include factors such as: economic, social,
political, market, policies and laws, infrastructure and technology risk factors and the internal
manager, environment and operations supply processes.

Conclusion: According to the results of this research, it is suggested to the managers of
football clubs in the country to pay due attention to the factors identified in this research.
Awareness of the identified risks can prevent the possible occurrence of risks that cause tension
and instability in the football clubs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
lobalization is a moving and developing process, and increase in global
competition has affected many industries (Hsiu Wen et al., 2017). The sports
industry has been one of the diverse industries in the world trade. Also, from
an economic point of view, it is considered as one of the important factors for
the revival of the national economy in many countries (Emami et al., 1401).
Football is not only a beautiful game, but it is a global and visible business
whose customers are strongly committed and loyal to their favorite team. In
addition From a commercial point of view, football is very much interested in the global media
(Keshgar et al., 2014). Modern technology can play a key role in improving athletes'
performance by providing quality information to coaches and sports officials and preparing
valuable tools. For this reason, Iranian football clubs can use modern technologies to enable

more effective training and provide the basis for promoting and improving club performance
(Mirzamani and Shafiei, 2023). The survival of the football industry depends on the survival of
the clubs (Heidari et al., 2023). Football can be considered as one of the indicators of
development at the international level, therefore the success of football clubs is so important
(Soheili, Abdulmaleki, and Babaei, 2024). The concept of sustainable supply chain management
has been raised in recent years. Sustainability is development that satisfies the needs of the
current generation without limiting the abilities of future generations to develop their needs.
With the introduction of the concept of sustainability, companies have had a great desire to
present sustainability reports. These reports are an optional activity that has two main goals: 1-
To evaluate the current situation of the organization in terms of social, environmental and
economic dimensions and 2- To inform the company's efforts and progress in the field of
sustainability to the shareholders (Blank et al. , 2019). Today's global supply chains are
increasingly subject to strict regulations, audits and sustainability certifications. There is also a
growing awareness about the requirement of companies to establish sustainability principles in
supply chains (Su et al., 2016). . Currently, given that the world is facing crises such as
economic, social, political, and environmental crises, and organizations are striving to perform
better, Therefore, identifying sustainable supply chain risks is of great importance to achieve
desired sustainability, resilience, and quality performance in providing services to stakeholders
and customers of the Iranian football industry.Therefore, it can play a significant role in
reducing the creation of social risks in today's societies. Therefore, the purpose of this research
is Designing the model of Sustainable supply chain risk management for Irans football club
ownership industry.

Methodology

The present research method is correlational and applied. The statistical population of the
present study included university faculty members (60), football club managers (22), and
knowledgeable and experts on the concept of sustainable supply chain (18). The non-random
sampling method was targeted. The data collection tool is a researcher-made questionnaire
include 9 factors and 87item which was adjusted using codes from qualitative interviews and
library studies and corresponding to the 5-point Likert scale. Also validity of questionnaire has
been confirmed by ten sports management professors in the country and its reliability has been
confirmed by Cronbach's alpha test. In this research, descriptive and inferential statistics
methods were used to analyze the data, and Partial Least Squares (PLS) tests were used to
analyze the research data.
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Results

In the descriptive part, the demographic characteristics of the statistical sample were discussed.
According to the descriptive results, most of the respondents were in the age group of 40-50
years. In the gender section, men had the highest percentage of frequency with 81% frequency.
In terms of job position, 60% of the respondents were faculty members. Also, 92% of the
respondents were active in the field of physical education. In terms of educational status, the
majority with 73% are people with doctorate degrees. The findings showed that in the order of
priority, economic risk factors, infrastructure and technology risk, operation supply process risk,
environmental risk, social risk, market risk, internal manager risk, policy and law risk, political
risk has significant effect on Sustainable supply chain management of irans football clubs.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this research are in agreement with the research of Abdulbasit and Mohammad
(2020), Tavakoli Dehagani, Shahvardiani and Musapour (2016), Valinejad and Rahmani (2017),
Dobi, R. et al (2017), Hashmi-Nejad et al. (2019), Golgesia and Koivalainenb (2018) and Ko et al
(2017) are aligned. The impact of economic risk on sustainable supply chain risk management of
the Iranian football club industry with an average rating of (6.35) is the highest, and the impact of
political risk on the sustainable supply chain risk management of the Iranian football club industry
with an average rating of (4.32) shows the weakest impact. The development of the professional
club management system of the country's football industry can contribute to the overall economy
of the country. The heavy dependence of Iran's economy on oil exports, its price fluctuations, and
the finite nature of this economic source have doubled the attention to other industries that have
income-generating potential. Since the government's financial resources for the development of
sports infrastructure are limited, the use of private sector resources, especially sports sponsors, has
always been of interest to the activists of this industry in the international field. The entry of
financial sponsors into investing in the field of sports has been due to the increasing growth of the
indicators of the development of the sports industry at the international level. Therefore, for a
developing country like Iran, it is a significant necessity to use all commercial and economic
opportunities that can be exploited, such as the club industry. According to the results of this
research, it is suggested to the managers of football clubs in the country to pay due attention to the
factors identified in this research. Being aware of the identified risks can prevent the possible
occurrence of risks that cause tension and instability in the football clubs.

Originality/Value

The present study is the first research in terms of innovation in the field of sustainable supply chain risk
management in the sports industry and specifically the Iranian football industry. The researcher tried to
establish a thematic connection between the concept of sustainable supply chain risk management and the
Iranian football industry, which yielded very useful results in managing the risks facing the Iranian
football industry. Therefore, managing these risks can increase the quality of the Iranian Premier League
events, which are the final product of Iranian football clubs.

Research Limitations/Implications
Research limitations include difficult access to knowledgeable professors and experts in the field of
sustainable supply chain risk management.

Ethical Considerations

Compliance with ethical guidelines

In writing this article The rules of the COPE Publication Ethics Committee and the executive regulations
of the Law on Preventing and Combating Fraud in Scientific Works have been followed.
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Figure 1. Research hypothesis model with T values




2t
A ’(

tieeEe
\‘%i\

15,

P

- - -

LA

Sxiitt

&\

..,4”..-\
18821

sRNAEE
Ve

55

EH1
e

e e

.
]

Shole oyl culo b olen Gragh slaans)d Joo ¥ JSb
Figure 2. Research hypothesis model with factor loading coefficients
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Table 1. Results of the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test

oy azss

6)"’“ Gla.w

Z o)bi

Normality Result Significance level Z-statistic Variable
et ofe¥ 1Y &olamdl S
Economic risk
Conmd Jlo g ofves AT S o Sewn
Environmental risk
vt g5 ofoss YD el | S
Social risk
Conmd Jlo g ofee¥ A4 Oldos puoli glanisT ¥ S
Operations process risk
Conmd Jlo g ofves +[1+4 Hhl Sews
Market risk
S Jbo b ofos Yy ol Sonns
Political risk
Conmd Jlo g ofoes +[\FY Gy9bd g b el pj oy
Infrastructure and technology risk
Conei Jbo yi ofees NG oled g b cawlow Sy
Policies and laws risk
G Jbo b ofees <AYA B0 o e Sy
Internal management risk
Conmd Jlo g ofee¥ o[+$¥ ool 0 gy S ) o o

Supply chain risk management




i iy S 3 i o Jab s g 09,5 o i T Jgr

Table 2. Frequency distribution of age group, marital status, occupation and education
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Table 4. Correlation matrix and extracted root mean square variance
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Table 6. Overall model fitting results
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