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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of this research was to design the historical and identity model of
indigenous, national and ritual sports.

Methodology: The current research method was qualitative and exploratory. The statistical
population included local native sports specialists with a university teaching experience or active
in the field of public sports, experts and officials of sports, policy makers and sports consultants.
The sampling method was non-probability sampling, with targeted selection and maximum
diversity or heterogeneity. Using the theoretical saturation method, the sample size was equal to
25 people. The data collection tool was an open interview and was analyzed based on three stages
of open, central and selective coding. In the current research, the criteria of long-term engagement,
stable observation, re-inspection of the path of information acquisition, checking, triangulation,
and continuous comparison were used to measure validity.To calculate the reliability, the within-
subject agreement method was used, and the reliability between the coders for the interviews
conducted in this study was equal to 88%.

Results: Based on the findings, causal factors include religious identity and social identity;
Background factors including infrastructure and planning; Intervening factors including
participation and support; The central phenomenon including identification in ritual and national
sports; Strategies include executive and structural; Consequences included social and cultural
functions.

Conclusion: This research was conducted with a qualitative approach to identify the identity
and historical concepts of native, national and ritual sports and presented a model to explain the
identity and historical pattern of native and ritual sports in the form of a theory through which
native and ritual sports can be explained well. Therefore, it is recommended to pay attention to
social and cultural principles in order to improve the historical and identity components of
native, local and ritual sports and to provide the necessary platforms for identifying and
transferring culture.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
n light of the findings from studies conducted in various countries, it appears that
traditional and ritual sports possess significantly greater potentials in social spheres
compared to modern sports. Despite this, there is currently insufficient attention given
to the formulation of an identity model for indigenous, local, and ritual sports in Iran.
Consequently, our intention is to design an appropriate model based on operational
research and the experiences of seasoned professionals in these fields. This model has
the potential to assist in identifying effective indicators for enhancing individuals' social
identity. In today's modern sociological era, a thorough understanding of the social dimensions
of sports is strongly felt, and social identity stands out as a critical aspect that warrants attention
for its positive consequences. Specifically, the identification of factors influencing the social
and historical identity of indigenous, local, and ritual sports, coupled with strategically making
decisions for success in this arena, is deemed crucial. Given the current state of the country
regarding the development of social and historical identity in indigenous, local, and ritual sports,
along with the diminishing government resources in this field, the importance of conducting
such research becomes more evident. Foresight and coherent and timed planning in sports
management have led to the sustainable development of the sports environment, which leads to
the development of sports in all aspects, including championships and the general public.
Engaging in indigenous, national, and traditional sports will develop sports tourism. Also, sports
attitude, sports interactions, and sports media consumption have a direct and significant positive
effect on sports participation. The results of this research can shape an initial framework for
planning the development of social and historical identity in indigenous, local, and ritual sports
in the country and contribute to their improvement across various levels. In other words, this
research aims to answer the question of what the identity and historical components of
indigenous, national, and ritual sports in Iran are and how their enhancement can be realized.

Methodology

The research methodology employed in this study is qualitative. The research strategy in this
study follows a data-driven approach utilizing the Strauss & Corbin method. The population
includes experts in indigenous local sports with a history of university teaching or general sports
activities, sports opinion leaders, sports officials, and sports consultants. Criteria such as
academic field, relevant scientific publications, managerial positions, and executive experiences
in indigenous and ritual sports were among the indicators for selecting the initial list of
participants. The sampling method was purposeful. The sample size in this research, based on
theoretical saturation criteria, was equal to 25 individuals. In this research, criteria such as long-
term engagement, stable observation, re-inspection of information acquisition paths, checking,
and continuous comparison were employed to measure validity. To calculate reliability using
the intra-subject agreement method, a sports management specialist who was present during the
research stages and had adequate knowledge about this research was requested to participate as
a collaborator in the coding process. The necessary training and coding techniques were
transferred to the research collaborator. The reliability between coders for the interviews
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conducted in this research is 88%; therefore, since the reliability rate is higher than 60%, the
reliability of the codings is confirmed, and it can be said that the reliability of the current
interview analysis is appropriate.

Results

As mentioned, the sample in this research consisted of elites in the field of indigenous and ritual
sports with a Ph.D in sport management, as well as active sports professors with complementary
qualifications. In total, in-depth interviews were conducted with 14 individuals. In this research,
using a qualitative approach, the identity and historical concepts of indigenous, national, and
ritual sports were identified, and a model was presented to explain the identity and historical
patterns of indigenous and ritual sports. For the design of the identity and historical model of
indigenous, national, and ritual sports and the identification of its dimensions, 6 indicators were
identified, including causal factors, contextual, interventionist, phenomenon-centered,
strategies, and consequences. Each of these dimensions encompasses various concepts and
principles.

Discussion and Conclusion

One of the practical recommendations is to open up research areas to other sports and activities,
particularly indigenous, national, and ritual sports. This expansion, encompassing various sports
and diverse cultures, allows for the development of a comprehensive and broader model for the
identity and history of sports. The utilization and integration of this model in educational courses
related to sports management and athlete training represent one of the practical applications of this
research. Through such initiatives, students and athletes can familiarize themselves with the
values, identity, and history of sports in the best possible way. The application of the model in
collaboration with sports organizations and authorities, especially in the formulation of sports
policies and programs, can contribute to the improvement of processes and decision-making in
this field. This collaboration can lead to the development of more targeted and coordinated sports
policies.

Originality/Value

Indigenous and national sports, as one of the most important parts of leisure and public sports, have been
the focus of attention in many countries for some time, and efforts are underway to revive and develop
such physical activities. Religious identity and social identity are two important factors in the recognition
and formation of athletes. Religious identity, with an emphasis on religious beliefs and values about
sports and health, and social identity, which includes communications and interactions in the social
environment of athletes. Infrastructural and planning factors affect indigenous, national, and ritual sports.
Improving infrastructure and creating appropriate facilities in different regions, along with planning to
preserve historical and identity values, organizing affairs and facilities for the development of national
sports, and managing financial resources, contribute to the development of national and indigenous
sports. These factors, through cooperation between various institutions, can help improve and expand
indigenous and ritual sports in the country.

Research Limitations/Implications
Difficulty in accessing the required information and data on indigenous, national and ritual sports
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Limited access to reliable data

Time constraints in conducting this research

Lack of research on the religious, social and historical identities of indigenous, national and ritual sports
in Iran and subsequent limitations of the research background.
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