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ABSTRACT

Objective: The present study was conducted with the aim of identifying the problems of
Iranian immigrant athletes.

Methodology: The research method was quantitative-descriptive research. The statistical
population of the research includes Iranian immigrant athletes, and a targeted method was used
in the sampling of the research, which includes 63 people. The research tool is a researcher-
made questionnaire that includes four dimensions: economic and financial, cultural and social,
emotional and psychological, legal and legal, 32 items, whose validity was confirmed by six
sports management professors. In the reliability investigation, the results of Cronbach's alpha
showed 0=0.89. The research questionnaire was sent to the target immigrants and after
collecting, 63 questionnaires were analyzed using SPSS24 and PLS3 software.

Results: The results showed that in the economic and financial component, the dependence
factor of athletes' financial receipt on the result; In the cultural and social component, the
Corona prevalence factor and stopping international travel and being deprived of social and
cross-cultural interactions with immigrants and athletes from other cities and countries; In the
emotional and psychological component, the factor of lack of social support from family,
friends, etc. and in the legal component and Legally, the factor of sports punishment due to lack
of familiarity with the rules and regulations of the league is considered as the highest priority of
Iranian immigrant athletes.

Conclusion: The research results showed that by identifying the problems of Iranian
immigrant athletes, the necessary awareness should be given to the potential immigrants and
also the immigrants should be familiar with the integration process and its problems for better
adaptation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
he present study aimed to identify the problems faced by Iranian immigrant
athletes. Perhaps no issue has engrossed the talents of various countries as much
as the migration of human capital in the current decade. This issue gained
importance when human resources became a focus of development economics,
to the extent that problem identification of human capital migration was raised
in some countries. Less developed countries have been more significantly
affected by this issue due to the high impact of specialized human resources on development.
Athletes are considered skilled and technical professionals who, like other specialists, seek to
achieve their professional aspirations by migrating to developed countries. The departure of
athletes or sports coaches from their home country is referred to as sports migration. Mallaei et al.,
(2018) concluded in their research that the lack of sports facilities and infrastructure in deprived
areas causes elite and talented athletes, competent and experienced coaches, and referees to
migrate to more developed sports regions to utilize these facilities and reach higher levels of
performance. Athlete migration leads to four categories of consequences: 1) Sporting: weakening
national sports power, weakening human capital in national sports, fueling athlete anonymity,
damaging athlete popularity and acceptance, creating public dissatisfaction with this group,
instilling feelings of despair, social frustration, and inefficiency of the country's sports system in
society and among young athletes; 2) Cultural-Social: instilling a sense of systemic inefficiency in
society and general dissatisfaction; 3) Security-Political: instilling a sense of inefficiency of the
country's political and managerial system; 4) Economic: waste of the country's financial resources.
In this regard, Mostafaei et al., (2024), in their research titled "Designing a Model of Factors
Affecting the Migration of Sports Elites in Iran," identified inefficient management with
restrictive thinking and unclear strategies, a flawed economy, and the country's turbulent political
situation as significant factors contributing to migration among sports elites in Iran. Hashemi et
al., (2024) categorized the antecedents of elite Iranian athletes' migration into three main
categories: social weaknesses, professional weaknesses, and individual development and progress.
Therefore, considering that athletes have decided to migrate and leave the country for various
reasons, the purpose of this research is to determine whether these individuals have achieved the
desired standards in components such as economic and financial, emotional and psychological,
legal, and cultural and social aspects. Hence, the question arises: what are the problems of Iranian
athletes after migration, and how are they prioritized?

Methodology

The research method is quantitative-descriptive. The statistical population includes Iranian
immigrant athletes, and a targeted sampling method was used, comprising 63 individuals. The
research tool is a researcher-made questionnaire with four dimensions: economic and financial,
cultural and social, emotional and psychological, and legal, consisting of 32 items. Its validity
was confirmed by six sports management professors. In the reliability investigation, Cronbach's
alpha results showed a=0.89. The research questionnaire was sent to the target immigrants, and
after collection, 63 questionnaires were analyzed using SPSS24 and PLS3 software.
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Results

The research results showed that the average opinion of respondents regarding the problems of
Iranian athletes after migration is 2.58, which is smaller than the hypothetical mean (u=3). The
sig2 value is 0.001, which is less than 0.05, and the t-statistic value is -5.12, which is a negative
value. Therefore, with 95% confidence, the statistical null hypothesis (HO0) is not confirmed, and it
can be said that the problems of Iranian athletes after migration are less than average. The results
showed that the coefficient of determination (R2) for the financial and economic variable is 0.868,
cultural and social is 0.504, legal is 0.856, and emotional and psychological is 0.554. This means
that the structural model of the research has a relatively strong fit. Also, the predictive power (Q2)
of the model is above 0.35 and strong. Based on the research results, it was found that in the
context of problems faced by Iranian immigrant athletes, the financial and economic (0.805),
cultural and social (0.894), legal (0.922), and psychological and emotional (0.937) components
play a significant role in explaining the problems of Iranian immigrant athletes.

Discussion and Conclusion

The analysis results indicate that in the economic and financial component, which includes
items such as athletic career longevity, financial future, living expenses, sports payments, and
educational and sports qualifications, the factor of athletes' financial dependence on results is
considered the highest priority, and the high cost of living in the destination country is
considered the lowest priority among the problems of Iranian immigrant athletes. In the cultural
and social component, which includes items such as sports sidelines, sports failures, lack of
language proficiency, negative interactions with new people, cultural differences, racial and
ethnic discrimination, and the coronavirus, the factor of the coronavirus and the halt of
international travel and deprivation of social and intercultural interactions with other immigrants
and athletes from other cities and countries is considered the highest priority, and the factor of
athletes being manipulated and marginalized by the media in the destination country is
considered the lowest priority among the problems of Iranian immigrant athletes. Therefore,
social and intercultural issues are important factors in athletes' adaptation to host societies.

In the emotional and psychological component, which includes items such as homesickness
and loneliness, longing, lack of mental peace, feelings of despair and emptiness, sports injustice,
lack of moral support, lack of social support, and lack of motivation, the factor of lack of social
support from family, friends, etc., is considered the highest priority, and the factor of sports
injustice in the destination country is considered the lowest priority among the problems of
Iranian immigrant athletes. In the legal component, which includes items such as unfamiliarity
with laws, contract negotiation problems, incorrect advice from intermediaries, lack of
negotiations, lack of legal activity, lack of communication, participation in competitions, sports
penalties, temporary residence, obtaining visas, tax penalties, and the immigration process, the
factor of sports penalties due to unfamiliarity with league rules and regulations is considered the
highest priority, and the factor of incorrect advice from an intermediary in the destination
country is considered the lowest priority among the problems of Iranian immigrant athletes.
Overall, and based on the research results, which include economic and financial, cultural and
social, emotional and psychological, and legal components, the prioritization of problems is as
follows: emotional and psychological, legal, cultural and social, and economic and financial,
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respectively. In explaining this result, it should be noted that migration will be very exciting and
interesting for immigrants initially and in the first few months. However, over time, if
immigrant athletes cannot adapt to the new environmental and behavioral conditions, many
challenges and problems will arise, and psychological damage will gradually affect them.

Originality/Value

This article is of considerable value because it focuses on the problem of Iranian athlete migration,
addressing a less-observed dimension of post-migration challenges. Using a quantitative approach and
detailed data mining, this research shows that, contrary to popular belief, emotional and psychological,
legal, and socio-cultural problems are more important than even economic issues for Iranian migrant
athletes. These findings not only contribute to a deeper understanding of the phenomenon of sports
human capital migration, but also provide practical and targeted solutions for sports policymakers and
supporting institutions in Iran to protect these valuable assets and provide them with better adaptation
conditions.

Reasech Limitations/Implications

In this study, only Iranian immigrant athletes were studied.

Poor cooperation of some of the study subjects even refused to cooperate and answer the questionnaire
for various reasons.

Lack of access to many sports immigrant individuals.
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Table 1. Study of the characteristics of the sample group based on demographic characteristics

oy

KRS

o 50 ALg0x0 33 e oy 4cgox0 ) ) ke
Percentage Number Subcategory Variable Percentage Number Subcategory Variable
£ Y& 395 9 ko £ Y§ JLoYF-VA
ks 18-25 Age
Diploma and
Associate
Degree “@M ) .
Yr Y il e ¥A Y- Jle YO-TY o
Bachelor's Blezen 27-35 Age Age
Level
Degree
\i2 \# il 398 ) % JLs fE-yp
Master's 36-44 Age
Degree
7o YA ol ,al ) . ¥ Yo Sy i
Individual ‘5;5” 1"‘“’ Male Gender
f. Yo R9S Nﬁ)aj:; I YA O3
Group Female
Yo \# JLs b 5 28 Y- ff 3 e Job
Less than 5 Single Marriage
years
f- Yo Jue—# o Y- 14 Jabie
6-10 years “*J'V;';::L" Married
TY Y\ JL oy Experience Yo FY =550 &yl el
11-15 years Sporty Reason
Y \ JLa g 5l i Yo \§ P Sypye for
More than Non-Sporty ~ Mmigration
16 years

~g,5 9 oS58 yge;l 5l Lavesls 38 009 b i gl Tal (g blacul slaaidl i o

osls coled il oo +/+0 51 i o yiie plad 10 (yg05] (5 l0bme plan 4ol 4y 465 b .o soltul g ol
ged o3l S5yl sl hs) 5l gl sleard B o) p S Ol (lple wBlos (b @ il
Ly o ool €98 ST S el (5031 51wl &2l 5l am Slnl G5 55 Ot (o 61 1Y
3o (Sl (LSS, e OIS Cundg 4 Cod B aogwly [l lawgie a5 598 oo oanlie ¥ Jga> 4y a>g
3las cel ofe 0 l_g)_glﬁ¥)lm Al ge 3 SeS (U= 3) 0,8 uSibeo jlas Sl YIOA L ol & 2l
A0 Gl L cplpls ol oo (site (6 )lado 45 00 =0 Y b plp T o)le] Jlakie pizeon g ol o oS +/+0
o> 5l ieS Oozlee 5ham Sl LS00 oM i g5 e g 99 sod 03B (Hp) Solel o ans b as o




Szl jlam Gl 5,5 ONSLs Cundy Sligel S5 (5 oge3l ¥ Jgua
Table 2. One-sample t-test of the status of problems of Iranian athletes after immigration
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Table 3. Factor Loading Coefficients
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Table 4. Measurement model fit calculation indices
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Table 5. Divergent validity of the research model
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Table 6. The results of fitting the research structural model

Q2 R2 b yuicio
Variables
<YAY “IAPA oy gstasl
Economic & Financial

/EVA o-f eleizly 5y
Cultural & Social

JESY -INOF P 9 P>

Legal & Legal
“IYAR - 100¥ 5 9 SHble

Emotional & Psychological

5 o sloailse (Sl rbee (IS5 OMCde aie) 15 45 39800 (aine F Jouo @l 4 axgi b
i gl (ATY) ible o ly, (+/AYY) Sils 5 Bei> (+JASY) claizl g Sim s (/A D) golazil
e Gl 2l (LS5 OASAe (el )0 ()loSre

o (Sl Jae 0se3D) (Shol 4nd b @l ¥ Jgoer
Table 7. Results of the main hypothesis (test of the final model) of the research
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Figure 1. Final research model (effect coefficient and significance coefficients)
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