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ABSTRACT

Objective: This research aims to conduct content analysis of court cases related to sports
incidents in East Azarbaijan province during the years 2019 to 2021.

Methodology: This study serves an applied purpose, utilizing quantitative content analysis as
the research method and employing a descriptive strategy. The statistical population comprises
18 cases of sports incidents registered with provincial judicial authorities, which were subjected
to analysis using the researcher's coding checklist. The reliability and validity of the research tool
were assessed, and data analysis was conducted using SPSS26 software.

Results: The findings indicate that team sports, particularly football, accounted for the highest
number of injuries among various disciplines, with men experiencing more accidents and
incidents compared to women. Among the culprits and causes of accidents, included venue
officials and after that, the injured athlete represented the highest percentage. Additionally, the
results highlight a low utilization of sports insurance within society.

Conclusion: Conclusion: To mitigate sports incidents and accidents, there is a pressing need to
emphasize safety within sports environments, provide safety education, and address sports rights
issues among all stakeholders, including implementers, athletes, and their families. Also, more
attention is paid to sports insurance issues in order to compensate for damages caused by
accidents.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and State of Problem
port and sports activities provide a valuable platform for the growth and
development of society, and despite numerous benefits, they involve risks and
injuries that require attention to legal issues (Nazarian Madovani & Rajab Hosseini,
2017). Given the global nature of sports, the wide range of sports disciplines, and
the diverse regulations governing each discipline, it is essential for athletes and
sports personnel to have a thorough understanding of the legal issues surrounding
sports events. Negligence on the part of those involved in sports can create legal liability (Almasi
& Anisi, 2017), which falls under the domain of sports law, a field of law that encompasses all
crimes and quasi-crimes committed directly or indirectly by these individuals (Azadan et al.,
2022; Mohammadi et al., 2024). Sports accidents have important legal dimensions, and examining
legal cases in this area helps to better understand these dimensions and increase awareness
(Azadan et al., 2022). Research shows that sports law in Iran needs development (Suri et al.,
2022), and sports law education (Suri et al., 2023) and sports insurance (Lame et al., 2020;
Nadrian et al., 2016) play an important role in protecting the sports community against accidents
and damages. Considering the importance of this issue and the lack of codified law, it is necessary
to increase legal awareness and develop appropriate solutions to reduce accidents and protect the
rights of individuals involved in sports. This knowledge ensures the creation of safe sports
environments that foster talent development. The aim of this research is to analyze court cases
related to sports accidents in East Azerbaijan Province from 2019 to 2021. The purpose of this
research is to identify the prevailing patterns in sports accident cases and address the educational
needs of the sports community in the field of sports law.

Methodology

The present research is descriptive in terms of strategy, content analysis (of a quantitative type)
in terms of implementation method, and applied in terms of purpose. In the present study, after
sending a letter of cooperation from the university to the judicial authorities of the province and
obtaining permission to study the cases, the cases of sports accidents and incidents related to the
3 years in question were separated and, in the next stage, they were analyzed using a coding
checklist. The validity of the research tool was confirmed by 7 expert professors in the fields of
sports law and sports management (mostly official experts of the judiciary). In order to determine
the reliability of the tool, two trained individuals independently coded the files, and the degree of
agreement between them (reliability) was calculated according to Scott's coefficient formula,
which in all items except the type of fields, the amount of Scott's coefficient was calculated to be
99 percent, but in the type of sports fields, it was obtained to be 89 percent, which in content
analysis, the reliability coefficient must be more than 70 percent in order to be able to ensure the
coding of categories, their comprehensiveness and exclusivity, and consequently the objectivity
of the research (Takali, 2017). The statistical population of the study was a census including 18
cases of sports accidents and incidents registered in East Azerbaijan province. As mentioned, the
tool used in the research was a researcher-made coding checklist that was designed in 3 main
sections (file information, accident information, and sports insurance) and 17 subsets of them. It
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is worth mentioning that each of the sub-components is also divided into more specialized subsets
and a special code is considered for each. With the help of the coding checklist, indicators such
as: the occurrence of accidents in terms of gender, the causes and factors of sports accidents
(coach, athlete, sports managers, etc.), accident-prone fields, accident-prone sports venues (halls,
clubs, schools, swimming pools, etc.), those responsible for sports accidents (coach, athlete, sports
managers, etc.), checking whether or not people are insured and the type of insurance used
(including sports accident insurance and civil liability insurance for sports staff, etc.) and sports
facilities, as well as the type of accident-prone fields (team, show, water, martial arts, etc.) were
examined and analyzed. In order to analyze the collected data, descriptive statistics (frequency
and percentage of frequency in the form of a table) and SPSS 26 software were used.

Results

The study found that 67% of the incidents occurred in 2019, while 33% were in 2021, with no
registered cases in 2020. Most accidents took place in Tabriz (33%), followed by Maragheh
(22%), Ahar, and Ajabshir (11% each). In terms of age, half of the injured individuals were above
the legal age, 33% were below it, and 17% were unspecified. Males accounted for 89% of the
incidents, while females comprised 11%. Culprits for the accidents included venue officials
(36.7%), injured athletes (22.8%), opponent players, and coaches, with the lowest fault percentage
attributed to teachers, service managers, hall secretaries, and sports boards. The majority of
accidents occurred in football/futsal fields (55%), followed by slide playing (11%), and various
other disciplines (5.6% each). The findings indicate that team sports, particularly football,
accounted for the highest number of injuries among various disciplines, with men experiencing
more accidents and incidents compared to women. Additionally, the results highlight a low
utilization of sports insurance within society.

Discussion and Conclusion

The research revealed that men experienced a significantly higher rate of accidents and injuries
(89%) than women (11%). This aligns with findings in previous studies [Bigdon et al. (2022);
Hosokawa et al. (2021); Jaffe et al. (2021); Ekegren et al. (2018) and Bueno et al. (2018)], which
attributed this difference to men's higher risk-taking tendencies and participation in high-risk
sports.

Football had the highest percentage of incidents, likely due to frequent player collisions.
Bueno et al (2018), Bekker et al (2017) also had the same opinion. This sport's popularity in the
region could also contribute to the high number of accidents. However, with research of Enders
et al (2019) It has been inconsistent because they have reported basketball as having the most
accidents and sudden sports deaths in the United States. This may be due to the great interest and
desire of the people of this country to participate in basketball.

The study found that venue officials and injured athletes were the primary causes of accidents,
underscoring the importance of their legal responsibilities. Furthermore, the lack of sports
insurance among accident victims suggests a need for greater awareness and better insurance
services

In conclusion, sports injuries are a significant aspect of recreational activities and sports
participation. Efforts to enhance physical activity levels should be accompanied by measures to
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ensure safer sporting environments. This necessitates increased education and stricter regulations
in the field of sports law, including training for teachers, coaches, athletes, and executives, as well
as promoting safety and community involvement.

Research Limitations/Implications

As is evident in all research, every study is subject to research limitations, and the present study was no
exception.

1. The cases examined were from one province (East Azerbaijan), and due to difficulties and hardships in
accessing judicial files, it was not possible to examine them in other provinces. Therefore, it is suggested
that judicial files related to sports accidents be examined in other provinces as well, and a comparative
study be conducted between the findings of different provinces.

2. Due to the lengthy litigation process and the closure of cases in judicial authorities, the researcher was
compelled to select cases from the years 2019 to 2021 that had completed their expert review. Therefore, it
is suggested that a comprehensive study be conducted across the whole of Iran over a longer period.
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Table 1. Evaluation indicators in the coding checklist
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Table 2. Distribution Based on the City of Occurrence of Sports Accidents in East Azerbaijan Province

g oo allp s e e @l R <l >
YA \ ¥ \ Y \ & ) v @"3‘ J
Frequency
Voo 4 Yy 7 AR 7 AR 4 AR Loy
Percentage

Oy Lng.t OAJOWT uol:’r.w‘ al 45;49; )|)5 gs'l'.’.))| 0)5.0 O u,ul.w‘)a o..\.n)du.)l} uoL‘?Lw‘ @)53‘" Jj» )é
Al 8w ey ax 0 AT oy omuaégmboi a3 VY g Sl w5 a3 YY goog (L VA) Sgi8

559 olem 10 oayd] olidl w0, bl 5 568 Y Jgde
Table 3. Distribution based on age group of individuals injured in sports accidents
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Table 4. Distribution based on the gender of people injured in sports accidents
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Table 5. culprits and factors that caused the accidents
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Table 6. Distribution based on sports fields leads to sports accidents in the files
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Table 7. Distribution based on type of sports (team, performance, strength, etc.)
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Table 8. Distribution based on the location of the incident in the cases
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Table 9. Distribution based on the injured person's sports insurance
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Table 10. Distribution based on the civil liability insurance of the accident location

E 9o Ao 53 pue Aoy sl Aoy bl
A \ ) A el
Frequency
Yoo " YA 4l oy
Percentage

QO 6‘o)u¥‘ l.m.\s”.; B é)b.o Qo y0 YA sl u’.h.\.o ;«Jjﬁ.w.o Ao @5})5 )olS sL(bob\.;a).; )‘ ﬁ‘.\SGJb B FLERW

5,00 Gae gt dew (oB))9 50l 4 el 53 ol o ,s YY 40 g 8¢ 00id de £95 ol oyl g il

2328 P8 S Sl do ool e N Jgu
Table 11. Distribution based on sports personnel civil liability insurance
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